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A little less talk, a little more
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Every day, we’re inspired by our members. 
The actions that we take together to put the 
planet at the center of our lives are what’s 
needed to protect the earth. Now more than 
ever, we need to take environmental action. 
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From the divine chorus of birds flitting across 
our wild places, to the crash of a clear wave 
on a pebble beach, to the smell of a pine-

soaked breeze dancing through an ancient 
forest— these are the sensory experiences that 
ground us, that make this planet our home. 

Our team at Environmental Action knows that, 
despite all that has happened this year, it is 
more important than ever to have hope for the 
environment. We have a vision for the world 
we want to live in: a planet where humans 
and creatures alike can thrive. But how do we 
get there? And how do we sort through the 
political divisions?

The environmental movement needs to be 
both public and private—both an outward call 
for change in policy and spending priorities, 
from laws to regulations to investments in new 
technologies that help our environment, and an 
inward call to take steps every day to reject the 
ruin of our planet and cultivate its renewal. 

We send hundreds of thousands of petition 
signatures to corporations and policymakers 
because we care about the decisions our country 
makes—and the impact those decisions have 
on our environment and the wildlife that call our 
planet home.

We believe we should invest in renewable energy 
that works with and not against nature, instead of 
remaining dependent on dirty fossil fuels. Wolves 
should not be killed for sport. Monarchs should 
not be killed off so we can continue unsustainable 
farming practices that require the use of toxic 

pesticides. Right whales should not be pushed 
into extinction so that we can try to find another 
drop of oil.

But policy solutions are not the entire picture. We 
also need to change our behavior and the role we 
play in this world. We need to learn how to put 
the earth and the environment at the center of 
our lives. 

So, where is the hope? For us, hope is found in 
you—our members. Each time you act locally, 
each electronic device you repurpose or recycle, 
each decision you make to take action for our 
planet, that’s where our hope lies. When tens of 
thousands of you take action to stand up for our 
environment and wildlife, that’s the kind of action 
we need today to create transformative change. 
We find some of our greatest inspiration in the 
work you do every day to build a better planet. 
 
In this report, we want to share with you some 
of the ways in which we all stood up for the 
environment in 2017, so that we can take stock 
of what we’ve accomplished and move forward 
stronger, braver and more hopeful.

Sincerely, 
The Environmental Action Team

Sally King, Communications Director
Rich Hannigan, Board Member
Marcia Eldridge, Board Member
Chris Burley, Digital Campaigner
Pat Kelly, Digital Campaigner

Hope for the 
Environment
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WILDERNESS AND 
WILDLIFE
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At Environmental Action, we believe that 
wildlife deserve to live and thrive for their 
own sake. We also believe a world with 

more wildlife is a better world for us to live in. 
That’s why, together with our supporters, we 
spent the year defending wolves, fighting against 
the drilling that endangers North Atlantic right 
whales, and saving monarch butterflies.

Standing Up for Wolves
At Environmental Action, we know that one more 
wolf killed is one too many. Wolves are a vital part of 
our ecosystem—a natural treasure, not a trophy to 
be hunted down. Yet they are still only at a fraction 
of their historic range and population. 

Unfortunately, legislation in Congress would 
remove Endangered Species Act (ESA) protections 
for gray wolves across the country, opening them 
up to being hunted for sport. Prior to their ESA 
protections, gray wolves were nearly hunted to 
extinction in the 1900s. The ESA protected the last 
few remaining in the wild. With only 5,500 wolves 
still living in the lower 48 states, hunting would be 
catastrophic for the species. 

In 2017, we worked to defend Endangered Species 
Act protections for gray wolves and end state-
sponsored wolf hunts across the country—from 
Oregon to the Great Lakes. Together, Environmental 
Action supporters have sent more than 50,000 
messages urging their federal legislators to vote 
against allowing wolves to be hunted for sport. 

It’s absurd that we’ve been debating whether or 
not to allow hunting and trapping of an endangered 
animal—that’s why Environmental Action and our 
members continue standing up for gray wolves 
in 2018.

Fighting Against Drilling 
As few as 458 North Atlantic right whales are left on 
the entire planet. The survival of this intelligent and 
rare whale species rests on just 100 reproductively 
mature females. North Atlantic right whales face a 

variety of threats, and, in 2017, at least 16 of these 
whales were killed in what scientists have called 
an “unusual mortality event.” With just a few of 
these inquisitive and playful creatures left, you’re 
sounding an urgent alarm that we need to do 
everything we can to keep them from going extinct. 

So far, Environmental Action supporters have sent 
thousands of messages to their representatives to 
stop one of the major threats to North Atlantic right 
whales: the deafening boom of seismic blasting. 

You’ve also campaigned against the SECURE 
American Energy Act, which would roll back 
important Marine Mammal Protection Act provisions 
and pave the way for more seismic blasting and 
offshore drilling.

Together, we will keep working to stop offshore 
drilling projects that harm right whales.

Saving Monarch Butterfl ies
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
we’ve lost 90 percent of the monarch butterfly 
population since its peak in the 1990s. 

Monarchs rely on the milkweed plant to lay their 
eggs and feed their caterpillars. Without milkweed, 
there will not be monarchs. But this plant is being 
destroyed by Monsanto’s Roundup. 

That’s why we’re asking the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to ban Roundup before 
it’s too late to save this vibrant and irreplaceable 
species. Over the past year, more than 16,000 
Environmental Action supporters signed our petition 
to the EPA, and others have taken action in their 
communities to stand up for monarchs and make 
sure they have a place to come home to.

Protecting the Wildlife That 
Make Our Planet Amazing 
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It will take industry-wide change to move 
our country to a different way of conducting 
business—one in which we put our planet 

first and make decisions based on long-term 
environmental impacts. That’s why, in 2017, you 
called on businesses to lead the way by taking 
steps to better our planet. 

Reducing Food Waste
About 10 percent of the food produced in the U.S. is 
tossed out by retailers like Target before it can even 
be purchased, often because it is deemed too ugly 
to sell despite being perfectly edible. This practice 
uses about one-third of America’s freshwater, 
needlessly wastes land, and encourages the use 
of pesticides that can harm wildlife and risk 
human health. 

That’s why, in 2017, 40,000 Environmental Action 
members called on Target to stop throwing out 
perfectly good produce because of its appearance.

No Time to Chill … Urging Netfl ix to 
Act on Climate
Major video streaming services like Netflix consume 
an incredible amount of energy. Depending on 
the source of that energy, these services can have 
major impacts on the air we breathe, the water we 
drink, and our climate. 

This past year, thousands of Environmental Action 
supporters urged Netflix to reduce its use of the 
fossil fuels that drive climate change, and shift to 
100 percent renewable energy.

Netflix announced in the summer of 2017 that it 
would take further steps to reduce its use of fossil 
fuels. While this is an important step, Netflix and 
others can still do more to support cleaner energy. 
Together in 2018, we will continue urging Netflix to 
act on climate.

Amazon: Promote Green Shipping
The carbon footprint of popular quick-shipping 
methods (two days or less) can be greater than 
that of traditional offline shopping. What’s more, 
standard shipping, which takes about three to five 
days, can actually have a carbon footprint nearly 
half the size of traditional shopping.

As the largest online retailer in the U.S., Amazon 
can lead the way in reducing emissions from the 
quick-shipping industry. So far, more than 16,000 
Environmental Action members have called on 
Amazon to alert consumers to the greener shipping 
option by writing “Go Green” before standard 
shipping. It may be a small step for Amazon, but 
promoting standard shipping options could have a 
significant effect on our planet.

CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND 
THE ECONOMY
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Working for a 
Greener Economy
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Breathtaking views, vibrant ecosystems, deep 
green forests, bright red rock formations—
our public lands are spectacular. More than 

one-quarter of U.S. lands are owned by taxpayers, 
a gift and sacred trust to every American, present 
and future.  

Unfortunately, the Trump administration has 
targeted our public lands over the course of the last 
year, reviewing national monument protections, 
approving coal mines in roadless areas, proposing 
copper mines in wilderness watersheds, and more.

Protecting Our National 
Monuments
In 1906, our country passed the Antiquities Act, 
empowering the president to establish national 
monuments to safeguard our culture, history and 
national treasures. There are now more than 125 
national monuments across the country—many of 
them preserving wildlife and wild places. 

This year, President Trump and Secretary of the 
Interior Ryan Zinke reviewed national monuments 
nationwide, with the hope of opening them up for 
other uses: expanded oil and gas drilling, mining, 
logging and other disruptive and destructive 
development. They ultimately scaled back two 
national monuments: Bears Ears and Grand 
Staircase-Escalante, with more at risk. 

It’s important to preserve our unique wild places. 
That’s why thousands of our supporters took 
action to protect national monuments. In 2017, our 
members signed onto our letter to strongly oppose 
reductions to public lands protections for Bears 
Ears, sent messages to President Trump advocating 
against the reduction of Grand Staircase-Escalante, 
and voiced dissent for reducing the Cascade-
Siskiyou National Monument.

We plan to keep working hard to protect these 
unique places in 2018. 

Opposing National Park Fee Hikes
In October 2017, the Trump administration 
proposed a fee hike for entering our country’s 
national parks. National parks are owned by the 
people of the United States, and one of the benefits 
of these areas being owned publicly is that you 
can enter most national parks for free—roughly 
three in four of our national parks do not charge 
entrance fees. Doubling the entry price over a short 
period is out of step with the idea that we should 
be encouraging more people to experience these 
natural wonders. 

At the time of this writing, the National Park Service 
is seriously reconsidering these fee hikes after 
receiving more than 109,000 public comments. 
Together, we will continue advocating for these 
amazing places so more people can experience 
them in 2018 and beyond. 

Standing Up for Our 
Public Lands
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PUBLIC LANDS 
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In 2017, you stood up to defend some of our most 
basic and necessary environmental safeguards, 
from protecting the water we drink to calling for 

the power we use to be clean and renewable.

Working to Protect Clean Water
When the Trump administration announced its plan 
to roll back the Clean Water Rule, which protects 
drinking water sources for one in three Americans, 
you sprang into action. More than 14,000 
Environmental Action supporters signed on to our 
official petition opposing the proposed rollback of 
clean water protections. Every living being needs 
clean water to survive, from kids to pets to wildlife. 
Together, we will continue to defend the Clean 
Water Rule in 2018 and into the future.

Standing Up for the Environmental 
Protection Agency
A strong Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
is vital to ensuring our communities have clean air 
and water, and that the wildlife and wild places that 
make our country special are protected. In 2017, the 
EPA faced devastating budget and staff cuts that 
would compromise its mission to protect our health 
and environment. This last budget cycle, President  
Trump tried to cut the EPA’s budget by 31 percent. 
Calls, tweets and emails from Environmental 

Action supporters, and others across the country, 
convinced Congress to reject these cuts. This was 
an important victory—but the threat of budget cuts 
is just getting started, and so are we.

Calling for Clean Power
As more cities and states set ambitious renewable 
energy standards and help move the country 
toward 100 percent renewable energy, the Trump 
administration has taken steps to roll back the 
Clean Power Plan, which placed first-ever limits on 
pollution from dirty power plants. Propping up the 
dirty energy of the past is another step in the wrong 
direction. To date, thousands of Environmental 
Action supporters have told the EPA that rolling 
back the Clean Power Plan endangers our health 
and the progress that we have made toward 
stopping climate change. 

DEFENDING 
OUR PLANET
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Defending the Only 
Planet We Can Call Home
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Members and supporters like you worked tirelessly in 2017 to defend the 
only planet we can call home. From clean water to clean power to important 
environmental protections, you’re taking action to better our world.
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It’s time for industry-wide change to move toward an economy that puts the planet 
fi rst. This past year, you made progress on pushing major corporations like Target, 
Netfl ix and Amazon to do better for our planet, through ending food waste, moving 
to renewable energy and more. 
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The support of members like you allows us to protect the wildlife that make our 
planet amazing. In 2017, you stood up for unique and important wildlife, from 
wolves to right whales to monarch butterfl ies. 
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